
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         

  

Board of Education Meeting 

March 24, 2015 
 
Resolved that the Board of Education adopt the following resolution: 
 

The Clinton Central School District and Community are proud of our reputation 
and history of excellence in education.  Our mission states that Clinton Central 
School proudly educates and empowers students to realize their potential and become 
thoughtful, contributing members of society, and we see our results in the success of our 
graduates.  We continue to provide a comprehensive and dynamic education that allows 
students opportunities in the areas of academics, the arts, athletics, clubs, 
extracurricular activities, and more, and we are proud of our annual accolades and 
recognition for excellence.  With a 100% graduation rate in 2014, regional and national 
recognitions for excellence, and successful college and career placement for our 
graduates, we believe that the Clinton community understands what it takes to provide 
and support quality education. 
 

The Clinton Central School District is strongly opposed to the Governor’s state 
aid recommendations for the 2015-2016 school year.  We are extremely disappointed 
in the continued lack of funding in the form of state aid in the midst of increasing 
mandates and reforms that have challenged us to maintain the quality education our 
children deserve.  Since the 2009-2010 school year, the state has deducted from each 
school district’s state aid allocation an amount known as the Gap Elimination Adjustment 
(GEA) to help the state fill its revenue shortfall, effectively shifting its costs to local 
school districts.  Since the economy has improved and there is no longer a financial gap 
at the state level, there is no rationale for the continued implementation of the GEA (For 
Clinton: $7,762,988 since 2009-2010).  We call on our Governor and legislators to act on 
behalf of our children and communities to support equitable funding and allow us to do 
what we know how to do best – educate our children. 
 

The Clinton Central School District is strongly opposed to the Governor’s 
proposal to eliminate all local examinations from APPR teacher evaluations and 
instead utilize state exams to account for 50% of the total score.  There is already 
an over-emphasis on standardized test results as the “standard” for determining student 
and teacher performance.  The problem with the proposed evaluation system is its 
reliance on state test scores as a significant factor in determining teacher performance.  
The purpose of teacher evaluations is to assess and improve instruction, and 
consequently student learning.  The best way to do this is by utilizing a collaborative 
process involving teachers and administrators working together using an agreed upon 
framework of effective teaching.   
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